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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 25, 2011

I send greetings to all those honoring the legacy of the Montford Point Marines on their
69th anniversary.

Almost seven decades ago, as our Nation was at war, more than 20,000 African
American men enlisted in the United States Marine Corps. After completing arduous
and segregated basic training at Montford Point Camp, many of these Marines served
with distinction during a number of World War II’s bloodiest struggles. Some made the
ultimate sacrifice in these battles; others continued their service in Korea and Vietnam.

Despite being denied many basic rights, the Montford Point Marines committed to serve
our country with selfless patriotism. Choosing to put their lives on the line, these men
helped advance civil rights and influenced President Harry Truman’s decision to
desegregate the Armed Forces in 1948. Embodying the Marine Corps motto of Semper
Fidelis, Always Faithful, these heroes paved the way for future generations of warriors,
regardless of background, to serve in the finest military the world has ever known.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, I thank you for your service and for your contributions to
the cause of freedom at home and around the world. May God bless our men and
women in uniform, and may God bless the United States of America.
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In the Senate of the United States

(O Jufy 20,2010 Mr. BURR (for f;ymwff anb Mr. BURRIS) subitted the fo"owmq resolutions;
Whi ) was re{cmb to th he Conmittee on t{)e Judiciary
(O July 22, 2010 Committee discharged; considered and agreed to

Regolution

ﬂqualmq August 26,2010, as “Mont on\ Point Maries Day”.

) meg.‘r e 25, 1041, Present Franklin D. Roosenrlt fssued Executive Onder 8502, nhid) estalished the fair nm{mvlrvl practices that
At 0 erase discrimination in the Armed Forces;

mmm'n 1042, Present Frankfin D. Rooseuelt issued a Presdential Directive that integ rated the U )"‘l\\\u s Marine Conps;

"baw.nnmxmukfy 20,000 \_‘u at-American Marives received s traeing at Mo wtford Posnt in the State L!\ml[?Cdmfw.l betmeen
1042 amd 1045

M hereas the African-American Marines traime at Montford Point became known as the Montford Point Marines;

: "’xms the Afr merican voliorteers who enlisted in the United States Marine Comps g World War 11—
(1) jormed U\' Uneited States Marine Corps to demanstrate their comonitment to the United States, desyite the practice of segregation;
(2) served the United States in a most honorable fasson;
(3) defied sommarranted stereotypes; and

W adheved distinetion throsgh brave and homorale service

; ’”xvmg‘\mirg World War 11, African-American Marine Cors wits fought amd served in the Pacific theatre, participating i the [iberation of
the Ellice 1elamds, the Eximetok Atl, the Marshall 1<lands the Ktjadein Atell, Two Jima, Pelelin, the Marianas 1slam Satipan, Thrian,
Gy @) Okinanyz

1 fereas Rebert Shermad, a correspomdent for Time eagazine in the central Pacific dering World War 11, wrote that d\ African-American
Marives that entered cond for the first time i Saian were worthy o .40 combat performance rating, the highest performance rating
.(r‘\:n [m the Navy,

vauu x’fum\n( conontitment, m\.uf.u\nw\'m.\‘w the Montford Point Marines—
(1) cxnged the megative attides of the wilitary leaderdyip tomerd African-Americans; and

‘n \mm\ lf e ntining ruice o“«urr generd mr\lf \hx - AWRTXANS I f\' United States Marine Comps

J"kmu m ].4 ) 1048, President Harry S, Trionan issued Executive Onder 0981, niich erded e 1 the n'lfr‘.m'

I3 fereas in septenber 1049, the Maontford Marine Canp wus deactivuted) ending 7 years of segregation in the Marime Comps

mxrm in September 1065, over 400 former amd active duty Marivies met i Ml x\u{nl x‘errmﬁ\-nd at a rewosion to howor the Montfon
Point Marines [ea u\w to the establidment of the \'mrfm Poit Marine Assocation;

) bereas 2010 nur(xl he 45th aniversary of the establidment of the Montford Point Marive Ascociations and

Y hereas the sacrifices, dedication to covortry, and ytnﬂmmo f the African-American Marines traimed at Montford Point Canp are duly
Ponored asd shoudd mever be ‘m(m Now, therefore be it

Rescloed, Tt the senate—
(1) designates Auggust 26, 2010, as “Nbontfor) Poit Marines Day’s
) honors the 63th ariversary of the firstday African-American recrits beon traiing at Montford o
(3 recogprizes the work u‘ the meaders o‘ e \lmlforb Point Marine Association—
(A) it homoriing the legacy asd ‘Nm of the United States Marine Corps; and
(B) in ensuring tht the sense of duty Jmm\ by the Mortford Point Marines s passed .z[oq 1o future g generations;
(4] recoyprizes tht—
(A)the excampl set b the Montford Poit Marines who served during World War 11 helped to shape the United
States Marine Corps; )
(8)the Uneited States Marine Corps provides an excellent apportonity for the adeuancemet for persons of all races

o
(s expresses the gratite of the Semate to the Moretford Pt Marines for fighting for th freedom of the Uited States amd
dxl&tﬂmsztdd:mex,bcq:u(fxwmmofwgrz‘nmmgmm %5

Lieutenant General Calvert L. Worth, Jr.

Lieutenant General Calvert L. Worth hails from St. Louis, Mo.
and is a 1989 graduate of the University of Missouri Columbia.
He was commissioned via the U.S. Marine Corps Officer
Candidates Course in 1991. He served in a variety of command
and staff billets in the Fleet Marine Forces to include:
Commanding Officer of 1st Battalion, 6th Marines;
Commanding Officer of the 6th Marine Regiment and Special
Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force Crisis Response Africa. He returned to the
Il Marine Expeditionary Force in 2019 to serve as commander Task Force Southwest
20.1 in Afghanistan while also serving as the Assistant Division Commander. In
August 2022, Lieutenant General Worth commanded 2d Marine Division until July
2024. On 2 August 2024, he assumed command of 11 Marine Expeditionary Force.

Lieutenant General Worth participated in numerous named operations, to include
Operation Sea Signal (Cuba); Operation Joint Endeavor (Bosnia and Herzegovina);
Operation Iraqi Freedom; Operation Enduring Freedom; Operation Freedom’s
Sentinel, and Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan.

Lieutenant General Worth’s B-billet assignments include duty at The Basic Schooal,
where he served as an instructor and Staff Platoon Commander at the Basic Officer
Course, and as an instructor at the Infantry Officer Course; Service as the
Commanding Officer, Recruiting Station Detroit; duty as the Director of U.S.
Marine Corps Enlisted Professional Military Education; and Service as the Marine
Military Assistant to the Under Secretary of the Navy.

Joint Service assignments include Service as a Military Assistant to the DoD
Executive Secretary in the Office of the Secretary of Defense; Service in the Joint
Staff J-3, J35 Regional Operations as the Division Chief, Joint Operations Division-
CENTCOM; and most recently as the Director of Strategy, Policy and Plans (J5) in
U.S. Southern Command.

Lieutenant General Worth is a graduate of the Amphibious Warfare School (w/
distinction), the Marine Corps Command and Staff College (w/ distinction), the
School of Advanced Warfighting, and the National War College. He is also a
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Seminar XXI Fellow. He holds a
Master's Degree in Military Studies from Marine Corps University, a Master's
Degree in Operational Studies from Marine Corps University, and a Master of
Science in National Security Strategy from the National Defense University.

His personal decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal (w/ two Oak
Clusters in lieu of third award), the Legion of Merit (two Gold Stars in lieu of third
award), the Bronze Star Medal w/ Combat Distinguishing Device (Gold Star in lieu
of second award), the Meritorious Service Medal (Gold Star in lieu of second award),
the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (Gold Star in lieu of second
award), the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, the Combat Action Ribbon
(Gold Star in lieu of second award), and basic parachutist insignia.
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Musical Prelude

Welcome

LtCol. Denice T.Williams, (USMC-Ret.)
Narrator

Invocation
MSgt. Nathaniel F. Broussard, (USMC-Ret.)
NMPMA Chaplain

Presentation of Colors
Honors
National Anthem

Introduction of Official Party
Opening Remarks:

Col. Ralph J. Rizzo, Jr.
Commander, Marine Corps Installations East

Honorable Sammy Phillips
Mayor, City of Jacksonville

History of Montford Point Marines Day
Dr. James T.Averhart, Jr. (CWO5, USMC-Ret.)
President, National Montford Point Marine Association, Inc.

Acknowledgement by a Montford Point Marine
I stSgt. William “Jack” McDowell

Keynote Speaker
LtGen. Calvert L.Worth, Jr.
Commanding General, Il Marine Expeditionary Force
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Posthumously Awarded to:

Master Sergeant Ira J. Nash
Staff Sergeant James A. Miles, Jr.
Sergeant Edward L. Howard
Corporal Jack E. Baker
Corporal Oscar L. Craig
Corporal Vincent T. Cullers
Corporal Clarence C. Davenport
Corporal Frank Douglas
Corporal Alcee Gholar
Corporal William Gibson, Jr.
Corporal Jesse F. Green
Corporal Rufus H. Jones
Corporal Melvin McCowen
Corporal Otha N. Mooney
Corporal Lawrence L. Strothers

Corporal Neal Wilson

Corporal Walton Wilson

Corporal John T. Wynkoop

Field Musician Cpl Isaac P. Flournoy
Private First Class Joseph Brinson, Jr.
Private First Class Ralph V. Dent
Private First Class John D. Jefferies
Private First Class Walter |. Johnson,
Private First Class John A. Miller, Jr
Private First Class Joseph D. Smith, Sr.
Private First Class Harley J. Washington
Assistant Cook James E. Logan, Jr.
Private Joseph L. Cook

Private Johnie Harris

Private Alfred L. Pittman

Closing Remarks:

Dr. James T.Averhart, Jr. (CWO5, USMC-Ret.)



